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Good	
  News:	
  	
  
Robust	
  export	
  market	
  last	
  several	
  

years	
  for	
  Alaska	
  logs	
  

Port	
  of	
  Shanghai,	
  China	
  (6/12)	
  



The	
  not	
  so	
  good	
  news….	
  



From:	
  	
  h(p://forestry.alaska.gov/pdfs/2010AlaskaStatewideAssessment.pdf	
  

Statewide:	
  The	
  
Alaska	
  forest	
  
products	
  industry	
  is	
  
suffering	
  and	
  
enduring	
  major	
  raw	
  
material	
  supply	
  
issues	
  
	
  



Total	
  volume	
  harvested	
  across	
  all	
  land	
  ownerships	
  in	
  
Alaska:	
  180	
  MMBF	
  (personal	
  comm.	
  Owen	
  Graham,	
  AFA,	
  Oct.	
  30,	
  2012)	
  
	
  
	
  
Compare	
  /contrast	
  this	
  with	
  State	
  of	
  Idaho	
  land	
  
ownership:	
  330	
  MMBF	
  	
  
(hWp://www.forestbusinessnetwork.com,	
  	
  News	
  ArXcle	
  from	
  8/9/12)	
  
	
  

	
  
	
  

Total	
  volume	
  harvested	
  across	
  all	
  land	
  ownerships	
  in	
  
Idaho:	
  Approx.	
  1	
  Billion	
  Board	
  Ft/Year	
  (Log	
  Scale)	
  
(Brandt	
  et	
  al.,	
  2012:	
  Idaho’s	
  	
  forest	
  products	
  industry	
  and	
  Xmber	
  harvest,	
  2006)	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

	
  



What’s	
  the	
  problem?	
  
	
  

	
  	
  
	
  

On	
  its	
  side.	
  



Federal	
  land	
  ownership	
  issues:	
  Many	
  forested	
  areas	
  
that	
  industry	
  relies	
  upon	
  in	
  Alaska	
  are	
  federally	
  
owned	
  (mainly	
  SE	
  AK)	
  
	
  
“Changes	
  in	
  NaXonal	
  prioriXes”	
  	
   	
  	
  

*	
  CumulaXve	
  effects	
  of	
  past	
  Xmber	
  harvesXng	
  
*	
  Extensive	
  liXgaXon	
  by	
  environmental	
  groups	
  
*	
  Federal	
  land’s	
  compeXng/conflicXng	
  	
  

	
  management	
  objecXves/policy	
  (NEPA)	
  
	
   	
   	
   	
   	
  (Alaska	
  Division	
  of	
  Forestry	
  Statewide	
  Assessment,	
  2010) 



Results:	
  
	
  
Massive	
  industry	
  wide	
  “restructuring”	
  	
  
	
  
More	
  to	
  the	
  point,	
  a	
  decimated	
  forest	
  products	
  
sector	
  
	
  
Example:	
  
In	
  1990	
  the	
  Alaska	
  Department	
  of	
  Labor	
  reported	
  3,450	
  
logging,	
  sawmilling,	
  pulp	
  mill,	
  and	
  wood	
  products	
  jobs	
  in	
  
Southeast	
  AK	
  
	
  
In	
  October	
  2009	
  only	
  200	
  jobs	
  were	
  reported	
  in	
  this	
  sector	
  
statewide	
  
	
  
(Alaska	
  Department	
  of	
  Labor,	
  December	
  2009;	
  Alaska	
  Division	
  of	
  Forestry	
  Statewide	
  Assessment,	
  2010)	
  



“The	
  very	
  survival	
  of	
  the	
  Xmber	
  industry	
  hangs	
  
in	
  balance	
  with	
  total	
  industry	
  harvest	
  levels	
  

reaching	
  their	
  lowest	
  level	
  in	
  a	
  half	
  
century.”	
  (Alaska	
  Division	
  of	
  Forestry	
  Statewide	
  Assessment,	
  2010)	
  



	
  
Complex	
  issues	
  and	
  many	
  stakeholders:	
  

	
  
“The	
  Xmber	
  industry	
  in	
  SE	
  Alaska	
  is	
  sXll	
  alive	
  

due	
  to	
  the	
  extraordinary	
  efforts	
  of	
  
organizaXons	
  such	
  as	
  AFA,	
  RDC,	
  Southeast	
  

Conference.”	
  	
  
(Rick	
  Harris,	
  Sealaska	
  6/14/12)	
  



Alaska’s	
  forest	
  products	
  sector	
  
faces	
  many	
  criXcal	
  challenges	
  

	
  
	
  

Such	
  as…	
  intensively	
  framed	
  
environmental	
  campaigns	
  





	
  
What	
  can	
  we	
  do?	
  

	
  
Perhaps	
  our	
  message	
  needs	
  to	
  adapt	
  to	
  
capture	
  more	
  social	
  license	
  by	
  targeXng	
  
the	
  benefits	
  of	
  forest	
  management	
  vs.	
  

“our	
  remaining	
  mill	
  needs	
  	
  
more	
  old	
  growth”	
  



Outlook:	
  Without	
  serious	
  overhaul	
  of	
  Federal	
  land	
  
management	
  policy,	
  more	
  hard	
  Xmes	
  
	
  
A	
  future	
  of	
  chronic	
  uncertainty….	
  
	
  

	
  *	
  Difficulty	
  aWracXng	
  any	
  large	
  scale	
  investment	
  in	
  
	
  	
  	
  	
  forest	
  products	
  industry	
  (no	
  reliable	
  raw	
  material	
  
	
  	
  	
  	
  supply)	
  

	
  
	
  *	
  Loss	
  of	
  interdependent	
  milling	
  infrastructure	
  (pulp	
  
	
  	
  	
  	
  mills,	
  saw	
  mills,	
  biomass,	
  secondary	
  wood	
  products	
  
	
  	
  	
  	
  manufacturing)	
  

	
  
	
  *	
  Loss	
  of	
  non-­‐metropolitan	
  infrastructure	
  (funding	
  for	
  
	
  	
  	
  	
  schools,	
  roads,	
  etc…)	
  

	
  



	
  
Take	
  Home	
  Message:	
  

	
  

If	
  the	
  effort	
  that	
  halted	
  forest	
  
management	
  on	
  Alaska	
  federal	
  lands	
  
was	
  this	
  effecXve,	
  your	
  sector	
  is	
  just	
  

as	
  at	
  risk.	
  



Thank	
  you	
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