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Alaska Forest Products Industry Overview
By Keith Coulter




Good News:
Robust export market last severafl’
years for Alaska logs |
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Statewide: The Historic Timber Harvest by Landowner
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Figure 17 Harvestin Alaska. (Brack-
ley etal. 2009)
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From: http://forestry.alaska.gov/pdfs/2010AlaskaStatewideAssessment.pdf




Total volume harvested across all land ownerships in
AIaSka: 180 MMBF (personal comm. Owen Graham, AFA, Oct. 30, 2012)

Compare /contrast this with State of Idaho land
ownership: 330 MMBF

(http://www.forestbusinessnetwork.com, News Article from 8/9/12)

Total volume harvested across all land ownerships in
Idaho: Approx. 1 Billion Board Ft/Year (Log Scale)

(Brandt et'al., 2012:1daho’s forest products industry and timber harvest, 2006)
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Federal land ownership issues: Many forested areas
that industry relies upon in Alaska are federally
owned (mainly SE AK)

“Changes in National priorities”

* Cumulative effects of past timber harvesting

* Extensive litigation by environmental groups
* Federal land’s competing/conflicting
management objectives/policy (NEPA)

(Alaska Division of Forestry Statewide Assessment, 2010)
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Results:
&

Massive industry wide ”reStructuring”

More to the pomt a deumated foreSt products
sector " | |

Example:
In 1990 the Alaska Department of Labor reported 3, 450

logging, 'sawmillingipulp. mill, and wood products jobs in
Southeast AK i ;‘ N T U e

In October 2009 only 200 jObS were reported“i&n th|s sector
statewide | i B e el o \

(Alaska Department of Labor, December 2009; Alaska Division-of Forestry Statewide Assessment, 2010)




“The very survival of the timber industry hangs
in balance with total industry harvest levels
reaching their lowest level in a half

» ;o e
ce ntu ry. (Alaska Divisior‘ni of Forestry Statewide Assess[ne t, 0).
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Complex issues and many stakeholders:

“The timber industry in SE Alaska is still alive
due to the extraordinary efforts of
organizations such as AFA, RDC, Southeast
Conference.”

(Rick Harris, Sealaska 6/14/12)




Alaska’s forest products sector
faces many critical challenges

Such as.. intensively framed
environmental campaigns




@) The Tongass: America’s Salmon Forest - Working to Conserve and Restore Southeast Alaska’s Wild Salmon Watersheds - Mozilla Firefox =

The Tongass: America's Salmon Forest - | +

c =

americansalmonforest.org

The Tongass: America's Salmon Forest
Working to Conserve and Restore Southeast Alaska's Wild Salmon Watersheds

- Aickana's
L Saiunis Fovay

About The Tongass ¥ Threats Science Solution Media ¥

Suppart.the conseérvation of high value silmon
and (¥bit pradiring walersheds o the
Tongass National Forest

[HE TONGASS IS AMERICA'S SALMON FOREST
AND ONE OF THE FEW PLACES IN THE WORI
HERE WILD SALMON AND TROUT THRIVI

“The Tongass is America’s salmon forest and one of the few

places in the world where wild salmon and trout still thrive. AN

Some 65 percent of Tongass salmon and trout habitat is not

Congressionally protected at the watershed scale, and is
currently open to development activities that could harm fish.
It’s time for Congress to better protect the richest resource of
the Tongass: wild salmon.”

Tim Bristol
Trout Unlimited, Alaska Program Director
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What can we do?

Perhaps our message needs to adapt to
capture more social license by targeting
the benefits of forest management vs.
“our remaining mill needs
more old growth”




Outlook: Without serious overhaul of Federal land
management policy, more hard times

A future of chronic uncertainty....

* Difficulty attracting.any large scale investment in
forest products industry (no reliable raw material

supply)

*Loss of interdependentmilling infrastructure (pulp
mills, saw mills, biomass, secondary wood products
manufacturing)

* Loss of non-metropolitan infrastructure (funding for
schools, roads, etc...)




N Tefke Home Message:

If the effart that d forest

')management on-Alaska ederal lands
was-this effectlve your sector is just
és at risk:
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