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Outline 

•  History of ESA listing 

•  Recovery criteria and trends 

•  Status of current Section 7 
consultation 



ESA Listing History 

•  1990 Steller sea lions listed as threatened 

•  1993 Critical habitat designated 
– closures around rookeries and haulouts 

•  1997 Split into Western and Eastern Distinct 
Population Segments (DPS) based on 
genetic differences 

  - W DPS endangered, E DPS threatened 



Range of Steller Sea Lions 





Steller Sea Lion Protection Measures 

•  Starting in 1990, closures 
around haulouts and rookeries 

•  Prohibition on forage fish 
fishing since 1997 

•  Comprehensive suite of 
closures, and seasonal and 
area apportionments of 
groundfish TACs in 2001  

•  VMS required in directed 
pollock, Pacific cod, and Atka 
mackerel fisheries 



Final Recovery Plan (2008) for Western 
DPS of Steller Sea Lions 

•  Reclassified as threatened if non-pup counts 
increase by 1.5% per year for 15 years; delisted 
if counts increase by 3% per year for 30 years 

•  Trends in at least 5 of 7 subregions must be 
consistent with overall trend; no two adjacent 
areas are declining: 

1. Eastern GOA    5. Central Aleutians 
2. Central GOA    6. Western Aleutians 
3. Western GOA   7. Russia/Asia 
4. Eastern Aleutians 



Western SSL Subregions 



Reinitiation of Consultation 
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Summary of Draft RPA 

•  Closes W. Aleutians to fishing for Pacific cod and 
Atka mackerel 

•  In Central Aleutians, reduces Atka mackerel fishery 
to 47% of ABC and restricts Pacific cod fishery in 
critical habitat 

•  Limits areas open to P. cod fishing in E. Aleutians.  



Council Actions 

•  Recommended revised RPA to NMFS in August 
2010 with less stringent measures 

•  Recommended refocusing research priorities on 
Aleutian Islands 

•  Recommended scientific review 



Upcoming 

•  Council meets December 8-14, 2010 in 
Anchorage 

•  NMFS will present the Final BiOp 

•  New management measures scheduled for 
implementation in January 2011 


